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DNC / DLL Software Interface

Article No. OAO01318

Under this software option, two modes of interfacing the machine to exterior sources are offered. Both
features are available but not necessarily both have to be used.

The DNC software interface allows the machine to be controlled by external code sources. Essentially the
machine can be turned into a big “printer” and the Datron control software does not need to be interfaced
with to run the system. The operator initially uses the control software to place the machine into a DNC
mode and then by a protocol run through a serial cable, the machine can be instructed to do operations
from a secondary source. This is of particular value when the machine is working in an automation cell
and machine operations need to be triggered by other equipment and not by an operator or by a machine
program.

The DLL software interface allows for importing of external data sources. This is option is required if the
application requires a connection to external data from sources such as: bar code scanner, data from an
excel spread sheet, customer specific data file stored on a server, retrieving the last used serial number
count from a data base, etc. Another interesting capability of the DLL option is, you can feed a folder full
of machining programs and the Datron will automatically grab a program from the folder, machine the
project and return the program file to a completed folder. This works well in a situation where you have
multiple short-run jobs with automation for lights out operation. The DLL feature is an ideal solution to
minimize re-entry of existing data thus reducing the chance of errors while helping to optimize the entire
automation process.

In the cases of both the DNC and DLL features, additional costs might be required to customize the inter
face with your process. For example, if the DLL is used to extract data from an Excel file, than generally
no additional costs would be required. If you have a specific protocol from a bar code scanner for example,
that might require some software customization and will be quoted as a separate line item.

This option can be installed in the field at a later date.
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